THE  REBUILDING   OF   LONDON
then escape scot-free, rigid administration of the Acts would
have to be regarded as impossible. Even compromise would
degenerate into hard bargaining, and the City's troubles
would be endless. Fortunately Selby, though not unique, was
exceptional. The City was constantly hampered by difficulties in
enforcing its decisions, but not to the point of giving up the
attempt. Most offenders ultimately yielded and, if administer-
ing some parts of the Acts was a heavy burden for ten years,
and a trouble for ten more, it was a burden which was never
jettisoned. It became a recognized part of the City's work,
accepted as inevitable, but unpopular enough to provide a
respectable annual revenue from the fines of those who pre-
ferred to avoid it. In the words of Sir Dennis Gawden, the
sheriff, 'as the City is now, there is no great honour nor joy to
be had in being a public officer'.1
The methods devised for the actual work of administering
the Acts are an example, remarkable even in that period, of the
amount of work which could be laid upon a voluntary, unpaid
magistracy. Even at the height of conciliar government the
Stuart Justice was never asked to perform as much as was
called for from the city's representatives after the Fire. That
crisis produced nothing original in the matter of administra-
tion. Adaptation was the keynote of all the systems used. The
executive remained the same, the methods were unchanged, and
only an extension of scope differentiated post- from pre-Fire
conditions. Even a brief working examination of the systems
and methods will serve to make this clear.
That for disputes arising out of the rebuilding of the houses
has already been outlined. It was not allowed to rust. When
most were building higher, many farther back, and nearly all
at different times, it needs no effort to imagine how often lights
were obstructed, entries stopped and watercourses blocked.
For the year from Michaelmas 1668, when private rebuilding
was proceeding in earnest, but before the second Act had
added to the Aldermen's jurisdiction, the Repertory has more
1 Pepys's Diary, September nth, 1667.
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